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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------_
news release
For Immediate Release: 31 May 1996
USDA PROGRAMS TO PROVIDE DROUGHT RELIEF TO PRODUCERS
Washington, DC -- 15th District Congressman Kika de la Garza
reported today that he has been working with the Administration.
through the Department of Agriculture, to assist producers who are
struggling through what is being called the worst drought in a
century. The Administration has approved several USDA relief
measures. These actions were taken as a result of recommendations
made by the Congressman to Agriculture Secretary Glickman who, in
turn. urged that the President favorably approve them.
At the Congressman's urging USDA has made the following
available:
Extension of Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage.
Limited emergency haying and grazing on certain Conservation
Reserve Program acres.
Potential $56 million in loans for USDA's Emergency Loan
Program.
Extension of the 1996 Livestock Feed Program (LFP).
Designated and approved the following counties for emergency
loans: Bee, Goliad, Karnes, Live Oak, and San Patricio Counties.
This designation makes family-sized farm operators in both primary
and contiguous counties eligible to be considered for low-interest
emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Each
application will be considered on its own merits. taking into
account the extent of losses, security available, repayment
ability, and other eligibility requirements.
Separately, but in addition, the Small Business Administration
this week announced that businesses depending on farmers and
ranchers in Bee, Goliad, Karnes, Live Oak, and San Patricio
Counties can now apply for low interest Economic Injury Disaster
Loans. These loans are available to help businesses meet normal
operating expenses that cannot be met due to the effects of a
disaster. Drought which occurred 1 May 1995 through 12 March 1996
and continuing caused many farmers and ranchers to experience
reduced incomes which may have had an adverse economic effect on
businesses depending upon these producers. Farmers and ranchers
are not eligible for this loan program but may be eligible for
disaster assistance through other Federal agencies. However,
nurseries that are victims of drought disasters can apply.
To obtain an application or receive additional information,
interested business owners may call the SBA toll-free at 1-800-366-
6303 or TDD 817-267-4688 for the hearing impaired. The deadline
for filing applications is January 6, 1997.
"There is no question the effects of this drought are
devastating," Representative de la Garza said. "I am gratified to
know that my efforts have resulted in this assistance being
provided. What it means is that many farmers and businesses who
might not otherwise be able to do so will be able to stay in
business, and that is good news indeed. We appreciate the action
taken by the President and the Secretary."
For further or more detailed information call 202-225-2531.
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